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and they hope through propaganda and education to abolish
child marriages.
In the schools I discovered the practice varied with the
individual Heads. There was no sex instruction as such in any
school, but the facts of human reproduction were not ignored or
glossed over. In biology and physiology the teaching did not
stop at essential points. Reproduction was taken as a matter
of course. In the primary school, nature-study includes the care
of animals, and here, too, information was not withheld, so
that the intellectual curiosity was satisfied. In most schools that
I visited—and I believe this is general—nothing further was
done; no special attention was paid to emotional curiosity.
If, however, a boy or girl was found to need advice or help, the
task was given to the school doctor.
In the Gorki Model School in Moscow, the able and experienced
Head, Poltavskaya, finds that the problem cannot be left to
solve itself. She holds that sex education should be a continuous
process throughout the whole of school life and not be concen-
trated into periodic lessons or talks. This only serves to accen-
tuate sex unnecessarily. According to her, there are three definite
sex periods. The first is the period of curiosity of the very young
child, which is satisfied in such lessons as nature-study. The
second is at the age of twelve to thirteen, when boys especially
begin to be conscious of sex, and when sex may show itself
consciously and unconsciously. The third stage is between
fifteen and seventeen years, when in boys it expresses itself
obviously. At this period she considers it is necessary to speak
clearly and scientifically, specifically on sex and its problems*
'She explains to the boys the necessity for self-control, brings out
the social as well as individual importance of it. The boys ami
f girls are addressed separately in groups of seven or eight* To
girls is explained the reason for modesty. It is not an oid-
fashkmed, conventional virtue, to be discarded with capitalist
economics. On the contrary, it is a valuable social trait,
to arouse the sex instinct in boys is harmful to the
and through the individual to society. AboYe all things a
-r*

